
company for such services as the emergency demands."
That the decision of the American court is to sub¬
serve the best interests to public policy, no one can deny.
The Canadian court may have administered good law,
but, from the standpoint of those not used to the legal
perspective, its decision seems to have sacrificed public
good to corporate greed. In the one we have the apothe¬
osis of the legal technicality—in the other the exalta¬
tion of the spirit of the law.

THE INSANITY PLEA IN CRIMINAL TRIALS.

Those who think that the insanity plea as a defense
is overdone at the present time will probably be surprised
to learn that it has been available where English law
has prevailed for only a comparatively short period. Up
to nearly the middle of the last century, in England,
prisoners tried for felony were not allowed counsel, and
the anomaly, shown up by Sydney Smith, of requiring
an insane man to prove his own insanity at the time
of the commission of the crime was in full force in
English law. This fact is brought out in a recent pa-
per by Dr. James Hendrie Lloyd, in the American Jour-
nal of Insanity, who reviews the history of the English
law as it concerns the insane accused of crime, and it
is easy to see how near to the truth must have been the
\p=m-\whatseems at first sight excessive\p=m-\estimateof the
number of judicial murders committed that was made
by a distinguished British authority of that period. It
is difficult to see how such a law could have stood so long
unchanged ; no insane man could escape the gallows un¬
less his insanity was so obvious that no average jury
could entertain a doubt of its existence, and even then
it might not avail to save him. Notwithstanding the
present humane tendencies of our times, judicial mur¬
ders may still occur, even in this country, when public
opinion is excited, as our past records have shown, in
more than one instance. There is no doubt that the pop¬
ularly called "insanity dodge" is overused at the pres¬
ent time, but it is a question whether more insane per¬
sons are not convicted than sane persons escape by it, in
the ordinary practice of our courts, and this in spite of
the fact, as Dr. Lloyd says, the prisoner and his counsel
are allowed every latitude. The miscarriages of justice
work both ways, and while some escape who should be
punished, others who should have the mitigating fact of
their mental déficiences considered receive the full pen¬
alty of the law. It must be admitted that in a certain
rough way justice is often done and society is protected
by the conviction of a criminal who can hot be consid¬
ered as mentally perfectly normal. The idea that in¬
sanity excuses everything may come to be obsolete in
legal practice, for it can not be denied that a certain
degree of responsibility is perfectly compatible with
some forms of mental derangement. When it comes,
however, to the taking of human life as a penalty for
crime there should be no question as to its injustice in
such cases, at least if ethical considerations are to govern
our administration of justice. Probably no more hu¬
mane and effective adaptation of ethical considerations
to the administration of justice has been evolved than
the successful St. Louis plan, to which we have referred

editorially,1 of a permanent commission of alien :sts to
examine, before trial, all· criminals concerning whose
sanity any possible question can be raised on trial.
While, of course, in its present tentative form such a

commission could not avail definitely to decide the ques¬
tion and exclude it from becoming an issue before the
court, the experience of over two years' trial demon¬
strates its influence as a preventive, inasmuch as, in no

single instance, we understand, has the report of this
commission been challenged by either the prosecution or
the defense. There is good ground for hoping that the
further development and a wider extension of this prin¬
ciple will do more to minimize the possibility of mis¬
carriages of justice, both for and against the accused,
and to eliminate the waste of time and money that the
frequent introduction of the plea of insanity in criminal
cases entails, than any measure that has yet been adoptedin judicial procedure with regard to the insane.

WHAT IS A "COMPETENT" PHYSICIAN?
An amendment to the penal code was recently intro-

duced into one of the state legislatures making it a

felony to have in charge the care, custody or control of
a sick or disabled person without providing him with
"the attendance of a competent, licensed physician."
The physician must be not only licensed but "com-
petent." We wonder on what grounds is the layman,
when engaging a physician, to satisfy himself as to the
latter's competency, if his license may not be taken as
sufficient presumptive evidence thereof? And who is
to decide subsequently if things turn out unfortunately,
whether the licensed physician was competent or not?
And how is the responsibility of the person who engagedhim to be determined for not discriminating between a

merely licensed and a competent physician? But exact-
itude in phraseology appears to be as little regarded in
matters medical as apparently in matters legislative.
Words, most people seem to think, have no rights. Nev-
ertheless they take their revenge for the indignities put
on them by the frequent misunderstandings to which
their misuse gives rise, and in the opportunities they
afford to disingenuousness to quibble. In legal matters
there is some benefit therefrom accruing to one person at
any rate—the lawyer. But in medicine no one benefits,
not even the physician.

Medical News
CALIFORNIA.

Epidemic Diseases.\p=m-\Thedeaths from communicable diseasesin August in the state were as follows: Typhoid fever, 47;diphtheria, 29; whooping cough, 16; measles, 14; malarial
fever, 9; plague, 6; scarlet fever, 5; and all others, 10.

Typhoid Fever.\p=m-\Itis reported that there are 16 cases of
illness at Sugar Pine Mills, 8 of which have been pronounced
to be typhoid fever, while the nature of others is as yet unde-
termined. The source of infection is said to be milk suppliedby a Chinese dairyman.

Unlicensed Practitioner Fined.\p=m-\G.W. White, Pasadena,charged with practicing medicine without a license, was given
a hearing September 17 before a justice of the peace, and is
said to have been found guilty and fined $200. The prosecu-tion in this case was at the instance of the State Medical
Board.

1. The Journal A. M. A., July 13, 1007, page 151.
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Health Officers Meet.\p=m-\Thefall meeting of the California
Public Health Association is to be held in Woodland, October
25. The pure food law and its enactment will be discussed by
Professor Jaffa, director of the pure food laboratory; Dr. Henry
B. Wright, San Jos6, will have a paper detailing the experi¬
ences of public health officers, and Dr. C. C. Brown will deliver
an illustrated lecture on tuberculosis.

Vital Statistics.—During August, 2,501 deaths were reported,
equivalent to an annual mortality rate of 14.7 per 1.000.
Among the principal diseases causing death were: Tubercu¬
losis, 367 ; diseases of the circulatory system, 346 ; violence,
including suicide, 313; diseases of the digestive system, 285,
199 of which were of infants under 2 years of age; diseases
of the nervous system, 233; diseases of the respiratory system,
163.

Personal.—While cranking his automobile, September 23, Dr.
Edward N. Ewer, health officer of Oakland, fractured his right
forearm.-Dr. C. W. Bryant, Redding, was thrown from his
buggy near Shingletown recently and fractured his thigh.-
Dr. Samuel E. Simmons, Sacramento, has returned from
Europe.-Dr. Henry H. Hart, San Francisco, who has been
seriously ill, is reported to be out of danger.-Dr. Wallace
I. Terry has been appointed chief of the Emergency Hospital
service of San Francisco by the Board of Health, vice Dr.
(liarles  . Pinkham, who has been appointed emergency sur¬

geon.-Dr. Carl P. Jones, San Francisco, who has been ill
with plague, is reported to be convalescent.

CONNECTICUT.
Infectious Diseases.—During August 37 cases of measles were

reported in ten towns; 48 cases of scarlet fever in 27 towns:
4 eases of cerebrospinal meningitis in 4 towns; 62 cases of
diphtheria in 26 towns; 28 or more cases of whooping-cough
in 13 towns; 221 cases of typhoid fever in 46 towns, and 64
cases of consumption in 27 towns.

August Deaths.—During August, 1.756 deaths were reported,
240 more than for July, 106 more than for August, 1006, and
320 more than the average for August during the five years
preceding. The annual mortality rate was 20.7 per Í.000.
The deaths from infectious diseases numbered 197, or 11.2
per cent, of the total mortality. Chief among the causes of
death were diarrheal diseases. 473; diseases of the nervous

system, 172; heart diseases, 126; consumption, 123; accidents
and violence, 105; and pneumonia, 53. Of the communicable
diseases 32 deaths were due to typhoid fever, 19 to whooping
cough, 8 to diphtheria, 4 each to cerebrospinal meningitis and
measles; 2 to influenza and 1 to scarlet fever.

GEORGIA.
Collegie Notes.—The Atlanta College of Physicians and Sur¬

geons commenced its annual session October 2.-The seventy-
sixth annual session of the Medical College of Georgia,
Augusta, commenced October 2, with an address by the dean,
Dr. Joseph E. Allen.

District Society.—At a meeting of the Clarke County Med¬
ical Society, September 12, it was decided to take steps to
organize the Eighth District Medical Association. Invitations
have been sent to the organizations in the various counties in
the district to send delegates to the meeting to be held in
Athens about November 1 to perfect the organization.

Pasteur Institute.—At the seventh annual meeting of the
board of governors of the Georgia Pasteur Institute, Atlanta,
the report of Dr. James N. Brawner showed that up to date
653 patients were treated, of whom only two died after the
completion of the period of immunity after treatment. The
following officers were re-elected: President, Dr. Henry R.
Slack, LaGrange; vice-presidents, Drs. James H. McDuffie, Co¬
lumbus, and Benjamin W. Hunt, Eatonton; pathologist, Dr.
Claude A. Smith, Atlanta; physician in charge. Dr. James N.
Brawner, Atlanta, and assistant physician, Dr. Edward C.
Cartledge, Atlanta.

ILLINOIS.
Coroner's Cases.—During September, 296 cases were reported

to the coroner's office, Cook County, 71 fewer than for August,
and 12 fewer than for the corresponding month of 1906. Of
the deaths reported, 29 were from suicide, 15 from homicide, 22
were due to railway accidents, and 23 to street car accidents.

Personal.—Dr. John J. Stiles, the dean of the medical pro¬
fession of Pontiac, was given a surprise call by the members
of the profession of the city in honor of his eightieth birthday
anniversary, and was presented with a gold-headed silk um¬

brella and other gifts by his friends.-Dr. Harry M. Hayes
has been chosen as a member of the staff of St. Francis Hos¬
pital, Peoría.

Unlicensed Practitioners Fined.—An individual calling him¬
self "Dr. Bosworth," who it is alleged, has been selling a mix¬
ture composed chiefly of table salt, iron and sulphur, was fined
$100 and costs in Chicago on September 25, on the charge of
practicing medicine without a state license.-"Dr." J. Kubus,
Chicago, was fined September 30, $200 for practicing without a
license. In both of these cases prosecution was made by the
assistant attorney for the State Board of Health.

The Edwards Sanatorium.—A new building accommodating
ten female patients has been completed at the Edward San¬
atorium, Naperville. This institution for the treatment of
early eases of pulmonary tuberculosis was created a year agobv Mrs. Edward L. Gaylord, as a memorial to her husband.
She recently deeded the entire plant, with 40 acres of land, to
the Chicago Tuberculosis Institute. There are ten free beds,
the other sixteen patients paying $10 per week. Applications
for admission should be made to Dr. Theodore B. Sachs, 287
West Twelfth street, Chicago.

Chicago.
Physician Exonerated.—The case against Dr. Walter B. Met-

calf, charged with performing a criminal operation on Miss
Nellie Kilton, was dismissed by Municipal Judge Sadler Sep¬
tember 26, on the ground that the complaining witness bad
testified falsely.

College News.—The College of Physicians and Surgeons
(Medical Department of the University of Illinois), was opened
October 1 for the session of 1907-8. The opening address was
delivered by Prof. L. Harrison Mettler, the theme being, "Art
and Science as Applied in the Practice of Medicine."

Wants Inebriate Hospital.—Dr. Haini I. Davis, in charge of
the detention hospital, as a result of investigation of eastern
hospitals during a recent trip, advises that a hospital be es¬
tablished for victims of alcoholism, as the County Hospital
maintains no alcoholic wards, and as the detention hospital
facilities in this direction are limited.

Deaths of the Week.—During the week ended October 5, 565'
deaths were reported, 16 more than for the preceding week ani
1 fewer than for the corresponding week of 1900. This is
equivalent to an annual death rate of 13.98 per 1.000. Acute
intestinal diseases still lead the list, with 83 deaths, followed
by consumption, with 65; pneumonia, 49; nephritis, 45; heart
diseases, 40; violence, 37. and cancer. 34. During the week
typhoid fever caused 9 deaths, diphtheria 8, scarlet fever 3, and
whooping cough 2.

Medical Inspection of School Children.—During the first
twenty school days, 17,820 children were examined by the
medical inspectors, and 1.476, or 8.3 per cent., were excluded
from attendance at school on account of the existence of the
following contagious diseases: Tonsillitis, 315; pediculosis,
278; impetigo contagiosa, 188; scarlet fever, 120; scabies, 99;
diphtheria, 84; whooping cough, 06; purulent sore eyes, 45;
measles, 42; mumps, 40; chickenpox, 32; and tuberculosis, 3.
Of the 456 exclusions during the week, 105 were afflicted with
tonsillitis, and microscopic examination of cultures from 66 of
these cases showed 7 of them to be diphtheria.

INDIANA.
"The Great American Fraud."—The Vigo County Medical

Society has purchased 500 copies of the "Great American
Fraud," to be disposed of as follows: Four hundred and twentv-
five to the teachers of the county, distributed at the county in¬
stitution, 25 to the clergymen of Terre Haute, and the remain¬
der to be placed in the waiting rooms of physicians of the
county.

Communicable Diseases.—Three hundred and one cases of
typhoid fever had been reported at Indianapolis in September
up to the 13th with five deaths.-Several cases of diphtheria
are reported from Elnora with two deaths.— —Owing to the
prevalence of smallpox in Pipe Creek Township Dr. Ernest M.
Conrad, Anderson, county health officer, has issued orders that
the schools in the district near Orestes shall not be opened.-—Four cases of diphtheria with one death are reported from
Evansville, and a rigid quarantine has been established at the
four homes affected.

KANSAS.
Medical College Opens.—The Kansas Medical College, Medical

Department of Washburn College, Topeka, opened for its
annual session September 4.

Personal.—Dr. Lewis Y. Grubbs, Topeka, is reported to be
seriously ill with kidney disease at Stormont Hospital.-Dr.
J. F. St. Clair, formerly of Des Moines, Iowa, has been made
field superintendent of Bethany Hospital, Kansas City Kan.
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 -Dr. John C. Hall, McPherson, who has purchased an inter¬
est in the Stewart Hospital, Hutchinson, will move to that
city.

Typhoid Fever.—Typhoid fever and typho-malarial fever are
reported prevalent in the eastern part of Wichita.-Dr. Sam¬
uel J. Crumbine, secretary of the State Board of Health, has
issued a circular of instructions to county health officers for
the prevention of typhoid fever and for the care of patients.
-Typhoid fever continues prevalent throughout Leaven-
worth County.

Hospital Notes.—The plans for the proposed new building
of Bethany Hospital, Kansas City, provide for a three-story
and basement brick structure, 150 by 100 feet, fireproof and
with cement floors.-A hospital is planned at Garden City,
to cost $8,000 and to contain twenty rooms. Local physicians
are interested, but the greater part of the money required will
be donated by Mrs. Freeman of Dighton.

MARYLAND.
Lectures on First Aid.—The Pennsylvania System has ar¬

ranged for its employés a course of lectures on first aid. The
lectures in Baltimore will be given by Dr. J. D. Shaw in
October and November.

Cottage Donated.—Mrs. J. Mifflin Hood has donated an open-
air cottage to the Hospital for Crippled Children as a memorial
to her father, Mr. William Painter. The cottage is being
erected at Blue Ridge Summit, the summer home of the hos¬
pital.

Baltimore.
Typhoid Fever.—During September 474 cases of typhoid

fever were reported, with 41 deaths.
College Notes.—The University of Maryland School of Med¬

icine began its annual session October 2.-The Woman's
Medical College of Baltimore opened for its annual session
October 3. with an address by Dr. Guy L. Hunner.-The an¬

nual session of the Maryland Medical College commenced
October 1.-The College of Physicians and Surgeons com¬
menced its annual session October 1 with an address by Prof.
Cary B. Gamble, Jr.

Addition to Hospital.—The contract has been let for the
group of buildings to be erected on the grounds of the Hebrew
Hospital, and to be known as the Dr. Samuel Leon Frank
Memorial Hospital. The new structures, which will greatly
enlarge the hospital, will consist of a four-story administration
building, a ward building, and a laundry and boiler buildins.
It is estimated that the improvements, which will also be made
to the present hospital building will cost about $150.000, and
the work, it is expected, will be completed about September,
1908.

Pure Milk.—The question of pure milk supply is now agi¬
tating the profession and the city health officials. A meeting
is to be held on October 18, at the hall of the Medical and
Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland to discuss the question. Pa¬
pers are to be read by Dr. William E. Hoffman, city chemist,
and Dr. William R. Stokes, city bacteriologist. Dr. C. Hampton
Jones, assistant health commissioner, will exhibit charts. The
idea of licensing the milk dealers has been suggested, and if
done would permit the inspection of dairies, etc., from time to
time. An ordinance to this effect is to be prepared and in¬
troduced in the city council about January 1.

MICHIGAN.
Correction.—In The Journal, September 14. the mar·

riaee of Dr. Charles J. Sorensen. Calumet, was noted. We are
advised that Dr. Sorensen was to have been married in Lon¬
don on August 28, but that owing to his illness, which event-
uallv proved fatal, the wedding was delayed.

August Mortality.—The returns for August show that 2,735
deaths, equivalent to an annual mortality of 12.4 per 1.000,
were reported. Of these 623 were of infants under 1 year of
age; 193 of children from 1 to 4 years of age, and 729 of
individuals aged 65 or over. Among the important causes of
death may be noted infantile diarrhea and enteritis, 291;
violence, 239; tuberculosis, 178; cancer, 142; pneumonia, 61;
meningitis, 46; typhoid fever. 45: diphtheria, 28; whooping
eolith. 23; measles, 6; and scarlet fever, 4.

Personal.—Dr. Joseph Foster, Lansing, has been appointed
medi"al examiner for the new State Sanatorium, Howell.-
Dr James P. Reed, Reckwood, who has been seriously ill for a

year, is reported to be convalescent.-Drs. Collins H. John¬
son. Grand Rapids, and Frank R. Gray. Clare, have been re-

appointed members of the board of control of the State San¬
atorium, Howell.-Dr. G. Duffield Stewart, Detroit, is re-

ported to be ill on his farm near Mount Clemens.-Dr. and
Mrs. Louis Barth, Grand Rapids, start this month for a seven
months' trip round the world, going by way of the west.

Society Organized.—An informal meeting of the physicians
of Berrien County M'as held in the office of Dr. Simeon Bel-
knap, Niles, September 10, when a society was organized, to
be known as the Berrien County Regular Medical Society. A
constitution and by-laws were adopted and the following offi¬
cers elected: President, Dr. Simeon Belknap, Niles; vice-
presidents, Drs. William T. Bertrand, Coloma, and George M.
Bell. Benton Harbor; secretary, Dr. Corydon M. Ryno. Benton
Harbor; treasurer, Dr. John D. Greenamyer, Niles; executive
committee, Drs. George M. Bell and Corydon M. Ryno, Benton
Harbor, and Homer S. Carr, Niles, and committee on ethics
and admission of members, Drs. Wakeman Ryno, Benton Har¬
bor, and John D. Greenamyer, Niles, and William T. Bertrand,
Coloma.

MINNESOTA.
Tent Colony Established.—A tuberculosis tent colony has

been established on the west side of the Mississippi, opposite
St. Paul, by people interested in the cure of tuberculosis.

Personal.—Dr. John C. Harding, St. Paul, who was operated
on for appendicitis recently, is reported to be improving.-
Dr. and Mrs. David H. Lando, St. Paul, have gone to Vienna.
-Dr. Frederick J. Patton, Duluth, has returned after a three
months' trip abroad.

MISSOURI.
Diphtheria.—On account of two cases of diphtheria, with one

death, and the necessity of quarantining three houses at
Lamonte, the public schools were ordered closed and all church
services and public meetings prohibited for two weeks.

Medicine Man Fined.—C. W. Zulzer, manager of a medicine
company in Kansas City, charged with distributing objection¬
able pamphlets and exhibiting objectionable anatomic casts is
reported to have been found guilty and fined $25, September 14.

State Sanatorium Officers.—Dr. W. M. Bayless, Mt. Vernon,
has been appointed superintendent of the Missouri State San¬
atorium for Incipient Tuberculosis. Mt. Vernon; Dr. O. H.
Brown, physician in chief; Mr. Charles Lawsnn, treasurer, and
Dr. Jesse L. Eaton, Bismarck, president of the board of man¬
agers of the institution. Examining physicians from various
parts of the state, numbering 49, have also been appointed.

NORTH CAROLINA.
Hospital Staff Elected.—The following medical staff has been

elected by the board of managers of St. Peter's Hospital,
Charlotte: Drs. Baxter S. Moore, Walter 0. Nisbet. Thomas
H. Wright, George W. Pressly, Charles H. C. Mills, William A.
Graham, Brodie C. Nalle and A. Miller Whisnant.

Staff of Sanatorium.—The staff of the new Charlotte Sana¬
torium, which is soon to be opened with 50 private rooms,
is as follows: Medicine, Dr. Edward C. Register; surgery, Dr.
George W. Pressly; gynecology, Dr. Charles M. Strong; gas¬
tric and intestinal diseases, Dr. Walter O. Nisbet; ophthal¬
mology, Dr. E. Reid Russell ; nervous diseases, Dr. J. P. Mon¬
roe; dermatology. Dr. William D. Witherbee, and genitouri¬
nary and rectal diseases, Dr. Andrew J. Crowell.

NEW YORK.
New York City.

Personal.—Drs. Thomas E. Satterthwaite, Bache M. Emmett,
Seward Erdman, John E. L. Davis, Smith Ely Jelliffe, Minas S.
Gregory and William A. White have returned from Europe.

Milk Law Violations.—There were 260 prisoners in the Court
of Special Sessions one day last week, all charged with viola¬
tions of the milk laws. Eighty of these were milk dealers
caught with dirty cans. Sixteen dealers pleaded guilty to sell¬
ing adulterated milk.

Hospital Notes.—An ambulance from St. John's Hospital,
Long Island City, was caught between two trolley cars and
Dr. W. H. McGuire was severely injured.-In Williamsburg
lightning struck St. Catherine's Hospital, throwing the 160
patients into a panic.

Gifts to Charity.—Gen. Charles E. Furlong, who died Sep¬
tember 25, made twenty-three individual bequests of $5,000
each to charitable institutions in New York City, and among
them are Nursery and Child's Hospital, New York Foundling
Hospital, New York Infant Asylum, New York Infirmary for
Women and Children.

Typhoid Fever.—Dr. Darlington, the health commissioner,
and Chief Engineer De Varona of the water department, made
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hurried tripe to Mount Kisko September 28, having heard
more cases of typhoid had occurred in that village. The
dwellings from which the patients were taken to the hospital
were places where the drainage goes into the Croton water.
Mr. De Varona prepared plans which would take care of the
village sewage for practically all time.

Contagious Diseases.—For the week ended September 28, 345
cases of tuberculosis with 130 deaths were reported to the
sanitary bureau; 180 eases of typhoid fever, with 23 deaths;
174 cases of diphtheria, with 13 deaths; 134 cases of scarlet
fever, with 2 deaths; 112 cases of measles, with 3 deaths; 18
cases of whooping cough, with 5 deaths; 15 cases of cerebro¬
spinal meningitis, with 10 deaths; and 13 cases of varicella,
a total of 991 cases and 186 deaths.

Local Street Railway Accidents.—Between August 5 and
August 31. there were about 5,500 accidents on the railroads
of the various bureaus of this city, the majority occurring
while alighting from cars. The serious accidents may be
classified as follows: Persons killed, 42; fractured skulls, 10;
amputated limbs, 10; broken lims, 44; and other serious in¬
juries, 53, a total of 159. Persons injured in car collisions
numbered 145; persons injured in collisions with vehicles, 465;
persons struck by cars. 405; persons injured boarding cars,
641; persons injured alighting from cars, 1.263; employés in¬
jured, 641; derailments, 33; injuries on stairways, 26, and
other accidents, 1,881.

OHIO.

Hospital Dedicated.—The corner stone of the new hospital at
Columbus Barracks was laid September 9. Congressman Frank
L. Taylor presided and made the principal address. Addresses
were also made by the Mayor of Columbus, Colonel Edwin
Glenn, commandant; Major Henry I. Raymond, chief surgeon,
and R. Grosvenor Hutchins.

Ill and Injured.—Dr. William H. DeWi+t. Cincinnati, is crit¬
ically ill with septicemia.—Dr. Robert C. Rind. Springfield, who
has been seriously ill, is reported to be out of danger.-Dr.
William Mulholland, Sidney, was seriously injured by being
thrown from his sulky, September 8.—Drs. Harry S. Davidson,
Barberton, and Mark D. Stevenson, Akron, were seriously in¬
jured in an automobile accident, September 16.-Dr. John M.
Lisle, Columbus, who has been seriously ill with heart disease,
is reported to be improving.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Life Saver Honored.—Dr. Henry Beates, Jr., president of the

State Medical Examining Hoard, was presented with a silver
loving cup at the meeting of the State Medical Society in
Reading in recognition of bis bravery in saving the lives of
four persons in a capsized boat at Atlantic City last July.

Sleeping Car Orders.—Dr. Samuel G. Dixon, State Commis¬
sioner of Health, has ordered that the sheets on beds in Pull¬
man sleepers be made longer so as to prevent the blankets
from coming in contact with the faces of the occupants. He
also issued an order forbidding porters to brush clothing in the
aisles of the cars.

Smallpox on Steamer.—A seaman on the British steamship
Vienna died from smallpox while the ship was being held in
quarantine September 24. The vessel was taken to the quar¬
antine station at Reedy Island for fumigation. No other evi¬
dence of the disease could be found among the crew, but the
members were all placed in quarantine.

Cost of Keeping the Insane.—The report of the State Hos¬
pital for the Insane at Norristown shows that it cost $4.10 a
week to keep each of the 2,200 inmates of that institution dur¬
ing the past year. This is an increase of 40 cents a week more
than the cost over the preceding year. The increase, the
trustees state, is due principally to the higher prices of food
and other commodities.

Typhoid at Pottsville.—The cause of the epidemic of typhoid
at Prackville, a suburb of Pottsville, was located by Dr. John
A. Fourse, of the State Board of Health. He detected the
source of the infection in two springs from which the town
secured much of its drinking water. It is feared that the
epidemic may spread throughout the county on account of the
heavy rains and floods.

Hospital Trustees Appointed.—The governor has appointed
the following as a Board of Trustees to the State Hospital for
Feeble-Minded and Epileptics, Spring City : John P. Crozer,
Upland; Dr. Joseph K. Weaver, Norristown; Henry W. Com¬
fort, Fallsington; Dr. Geo.  . R. Umstead and Samuel  .
Whitaker, Phoenixville; V. W. Dambly, Skippack; and Dr.
Thomas C. Detwiler, Lancaster.

Charitable Bequests.—By the will of the late Mrs. Belle
R. Crump of this citv the Emergency Hospital of Warren, Pa.,
receives $10.000.-By the will of the late John McDermott
the Little Sisters of the Poor will receive $2.000; St. John's
Orphanage, $2,000; St. Joseph's Hospital, $1,000; and the
German Hospital, $1,000.-A provisional bequest of $10,000
to the Federation of Jewish Charities is contained in the
will of the late Henry M. Rosenbaum.

Hospital Cornerstone Laid.—The cornerstone for the new

hospital of the Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania was
laid September 25, by Dr. Clara Marshall, dean of the college,
and an address was delivered by Dr. Henry Beates, Jr., presi¬
dent of the State Medical Examining Board, who spoke to the
students on "The Relation of Medical Schools to the State
Board of Examiners." The new hospital will be a six-story
brick structure, and will cost about $100,000.

Philadelphia.
New Police Surgeon Appointed.—Dr. Hubley R. Owen, for¬

merly a resident physician in the Episcopal Hospital, was ap¬
pointed chief surgeon of the bureau of police and fire by Mayor
Reyburn, October 1. Dr. Owen is a graduate of the University
of Pennsylvania.

Personal.—Dr. Norris Wister Vaux, resident physician in the
Pennsylvania Hospital, was elected out-patient dispensary
chief of the Germantown Hospital. He entered on his duties
October 1.-Dr. and Mrs. Donnei Hughes and Drs. Henry W.
Cattell, J. William White and McCluney Radcliffe have re¬
turned from Europe.

Hospital Society Election.—At a meeting of the medical so¬

ciety of the Woman's Hospital, the following officers were
elected for the year: President, Dr. Catharine Macfariane;
vice-president, Dr. Florence H. Richards; treasurer, Dr. Elsie
R. Treichler, and secretary, Dr. Ella K. Gerlaeh.

Health Report.—The total number of deaths reported for the
week ended October 5, reached 400. This is a decrease of 1
from the number reported in the preceding week and an in¬
crease of 4 over the corresponding week of last year. The
principal causes of death were as follows: Typhoid fever, 11;
pertussis, 5; tuberculosis, 48; cancer, 16; apoplexy, 13; heart
disease, 43; acute respiratory disease, 35; enteritis, 43; hepatic
cirrhosis, 5; nephritis, 25; premature birth, 12; congenital de¬
bility, 15; accidents, 17; and marasmus, 10. There were 146
cases of contagions disease reported, with 7 deaths, as com¬

pared with 158 cases and 17 deaths reported in the previous
week.

Hospital Reports.—The report of the Germantown Hospital
for September shows that the number of patients treated in
the various dispensaries reached 1,363; 228 persons were cared
for in the hospital proper.-The report of the Charity Hos¬
pital for September shows that the patients treated in the
different clinics were as follows: Medical, 234; surgical, 326;
gynecologic and children, 170; diseases of the eye, 30; diseases
of the ear, 30; and of the nose and throat, 35.-The report
of the Howard Hospital for September shows that 819 cases
were treated. Of this number 225 were accident cases and the
remainder of the patients were treated in the dispensary. In
the drug dispensary over 3,000 prescriptions were prepared.

Warrants for Cocain Sellers,—Warrants have been issued for
several druggists in the Borough of Austin, charged with in¬
discriminate sale of cocain. The charge was made by Daniel
E. Baker, the borough constable. The cocain was dispensed in
powders, under the name of "spraz," to young men and young
women, and it is stated that there are more than 50 persons
in the borough who are now pronounced cocain habitues. One
of the users of the drug made an affidavit declaring that in the
past five years he has paid to one druggist $1,000 for "spraz,"
and that he had spent every penny he could earn, beg or bor¬
row. The "spraz" sensation was created by one of the cocain
"fiends" who was arrested for stealing a lap-robe, and con¬
fessed that he committed the crime in order to secure money
to purchase "spraz." Most of the persons who have indulged
in the habit have become physical wrecks.

TEXAS.
Medical Staff Reorganized.—At a meeting of the Board of

Trustees of the State Hospital, Terrell, September 6, Dr. George
F. Powell was made first assistant physician; Dr. Claude M.
Poff, second assistant physician; Dr. E. F. Johnson, third as¬
sistant physician, and Dr. J. T. Rowe, .fourth assistant physi¬
cian, the latter succeeding Dr. James R. Nichols, resigned.

Communicable Diseases.—Dr. P. J. Shaver, quarantine officer
at El Paso, who has been in the dengue fever district, reports
that conditions have been growing better for some time and
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that there is no cause for further alarm.-Several cases of
diphtheria have been reported from Marlin recently.-Austin
reports an epidemic of dengue in mild form.-Dengue is also
reported at Bastrop and several other inland Texas towns.

New Hospital.—The new Baptist Sanatorium at Houston is
now reported to be in thorough running order and will open its
training school for nurses this month. The following compose
the staff of the sanitarium: Surgery, Drs. Oscar L. Nors-
worthy, Robert T. Morris, Jacob H. Sampson, Forrest B.
Smith, Robert L. Cox and Edward M. Armstrong; neurology,
Drs. Frank R. Ross and John B. York; eye, ear, nose and
throat, Drs. Wallace W. Ralston, George P. Hall and William
L. Rogers; gynecology, Drs. Robert W. Knox, Gavin Hamilton
and Eb. N. Gray; obstetrics, Drs. John D. Duckett, Albert M.
Davidson and Kenny N. Miller; and general medicine, Drs.
Joseph W. Scott, Frank H. Neuhaus and Samuel G. Northrup.
The staff, at its initial meeting September 14, perfected its
organization, making Dr. Wallace M. Ralston, chairman, and
Dr. Frank R. Ross, secretary.

Personal.—Dr. James M. Inge, Dentón, has resigned as a
member of the school board.-Dr. Warren T. West, Wax-
ahachie, suffered a loss of $2,500 by fire September 3, with
no insurance.-Dr. R. H. Huvelle, Texas City, has been named
by the state health officer as eye specialist for the state in¬
stitutions.-Dr. James D. Osborne has been appointed health
officer of Cleburne.-Dr. Vene P. Armstrong, Dallas, as¬
sistant state health officer, has gone on an inspection tour to
Vera Cruz and Yucatan, Mex., to investigate the yellow fever
situation for the information of the health department.-
Dr. Robert L. Dinwiddie, the newly appointed bacteriologist of
San Antonio, has reported for duty.-Dr. Robert E. Moss, a
member of the San Antonio Board of Health, has resigned.-
Dr. William H. Anderson, city physician of El Paso, has re¬
turned from Rochester, Minn.-Dr. Thomas R. Burnett, first
lieutenant and assistant surgeon in the Texas National Guard,
has received authority to take the course at the Army Medical
School, Washington, D. C.-Dr. Vene P. Armstrong, Dallas,
has resigned as state quarantine officer at Brownsville, to take
effect November 1.

GENERAL.
Railway Surgeons Meet.—The twenty-sixth annual meetingof the Association of Surgeons of the Pennsylvania Lines, west

of Pittsburg, was held in Pittsburg September 12. Dr. Albert
I. Bouffleur, Chicago, was elected president; Dr. L. A. Butler,
Louisville, Ky., vice-president, and Dr. Stewart L. McCurdy,Pittsburg, was re-elected secretary-treasurer.

Personal.—Dr. James W. Smith, of the Manila Bureau of
Health, who has been on duty at Hocos Norte, has returned to
Manila and will leave for Baguio, where he has been ordered
to take charge of the sanitarium.-Dr. James B. Pascoe,
U. S. Army, on duty at San Tomas, Batangas, was operated
on for appendicitis at the Division Hospital, Manila, August 9.

Consumptive Ward Built.—A ward for consumptives has
just been completed at the Lihue (T. H.) Hospital. The ward
is largely enclosed in glass, so as to secure the best results of
sunshine for the patients, and is entirely detached and separate
from the other hospital buildings. Of late years, tuberculosis
has increased markedly in the Lihue district. The increase is
said to date from the introduction of Porto Ricans into the
islands.

Electro-Therapeutists Meet.—At the seventeenth annual
meeting of the American Electro-Therapeutic Association, held
in Boston, September 17 to 19, the following officers were
elected: President, Dr. Herbert F. Pitcher, Haverhill, Mass.;
vice-presidents, Drs. Edward C. Titus, New York City, and
Jefferson D. Gibson, Denver; secretary, Dr. Albert C. Geyser,
New York City; treasurer, Dr. Richard J. Nunn, Savannah,
Ga.; and members of the executive council, Drs. Morris W.
Brinkman, New York City, and Charles R. Dickson, Toronto.

The Care of Railroad Men.—At the annual meeting of the
board of managers of the Northern Pacific Beneficiary Associa¬
tion held recently in St. Paul, it was reported that during the
year ended June 30, $264,862.65 had been received and that
$213,358.15 had been expended; that 47.829 cases had been
treated. It was determined to make improvements costing
$4,000 in the company's hospital at Tacoma.-The Wabash
Employe's Association reports that during the year $77.663.33
was received, or $2.794.69 more than was expended. Of the
34.123 patients treated, only 25 died. Outside of the hospital
32,710 cases were treated.

Tri-State Physicians' Meeting.—The fifteenth annual meet¬
ing of the Tri-State Medical Society of Illinois, Iowa and Mis¬
souri was held in Moberly. Mo.. September 19 and 20, with Dr.
Charles F. Wahrer, Fort Madison, Iowa, in the chair. The ad-

dress of the president was entitled, "How Much Are Physicians
Responsible for the Use of Proprietary and Quack Nostrums
and for Self-Drugging Among the Laity; and How Can We
Correct the Evil?" The following officers were elected: Presi¬
dent, Dr. Godfrey 0. Cuppaidge, Moberly, Mo.; vice-presidents,
Drs. Robert J. Christie, Quincy, 111., and Felix W. Garcia, St.
Louis; secretary, Dr. Joseph E. Chambers, St. Louis, and treas¬
urer, Dr. Emory Lanphear, St. Louis.

Hospital Men Confer.—The American Hospital Association at
its ninth annual conference, held in Chicago, September 17-20,
under the presidency of Dr. Renwick R. Ross, Buffalo,  . Y.,
was attended by about 150 delegates. In his annual address
Dr. Ross blamed the thoughtless and indiscriminate charity
which affects hospitals so generally throughout the country. It
was decided to hold the next conference at Toronto, Ont., Sept-
26-29·, 1908. The following officers were elected: President,
Dr. Sigismund S. Goldwater, New York City; vice-presidents,
Mr. J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, Dr. John M. Peters, Providence,
R. I., and Miss R. B. Metcalf, Lewiston, Me.; secretary, Dr.
Warren L. Babcock, Detroit, and treasurer, Mr. Asa Bacon,
Chicago.

Harvey Society Lectures.—The third course of lectures un¬
der the direction of the Harvey Society of New York will be
given at the Academy of Medicine Building, 17 West Forty-
third Street, New York City, Saturday evenings at 8:30.
They are intended for the medical profession and all inter¬
ested are cordially invited to attend them. The program is as
follows :
October 26.—Prof. B. O. Jordan, University of Chicago, "The Prob¬

lems of Sanitation."
November 16.—Prof. James Ewing, Cornell University, "Etiologyof Tumors."
November 30.—Prof. D. L. Edsall, University of Pennsylvania, "The

©earing of Metabolism Studies on Clinical Medicine."
January 11.—Prof. Ernest H. Starling, University of London,

"The Chemical Control of the Body."
January 25.—Prof. George W. Crile, Western Reserve University,

"Shock."
February 8.—Prof. Joseph Jastrow, University of Wisconsin, "Sub-

consciousness."
February 22—Prof. Otto Folin, Harvard University, "Problems

of Chemistry in Hospital Practice."
March 7.—Prof. Ross G. Harrison, Yale University, "Embryonic

Transplantation and the Development of the Nervous System."
April 11.—Prof. E. A. Schäfer, University of Edinburgh, "Artllicial

Respiration in Man."

FOREIGN.
Some New Postal Regulations in New Zealand.—The

Australasian Medical Gazette, quoting a New Zealand newspa¬
per, gives a list of names of individuals to whom the postalauthorities forbid the "registering, forwarding or delivering
of postal correspondence." The persons referred to advertise
the cure of certain diseases.

The Cholera Situation in Japan and China.—Dr. Cummings
of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service reports that
the cholera epidemic in Japan is growing rapidly. In all, about
twenty villages are infected. The governors of the southern
kens (prefectures) have instituted what amounts to local
quarantine for small craft. Acting Assistant Surgeon Ransom
reports from China that the disease is still prevalent in
Shanghai, and is reported to be causing about 100 deaths daily.

Anticholera Convention Between Germany and Russia.—
Germany and Russia have signed'a special convention allow¬
ing each country to install special sanitary officials in the
border towns in case the present epidemic of cholera should
spread to them. A St. Petersburg exchange states that the
epidemic in Russia is spreading with giant strides, especially
along the Volga. About 2,000 cases had been officially re¬
corded up to September 7. At Bialystok a penalty of 3.000
roubles is to be enforced in case of neglect of the sanitaryregulation.

Addition to Australian Sanatorium.·—The new ward of the
men's sanatorium of the Queen Victoria Homes for Consump¬tives at King's Tablelands, was formally opened during July.The ward is the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Dixon, and brings the
capacity of the sanatorium up to 54 patients. The institu¬
tion receives only those patients who present reasonable
chance of a cure. It is in no sense a home for incurables, and
when a patient reaches such a stage that there is no hope of
an ultimate recovery, he must give place to another. Over
300 patients have been treated since the institution was

opened three or four years ago, and of that number over 200
have been dismissed with the disease "arrested," and in a large
percentage of the cases a permanent cure seems to have taken
place. The least satisfactory results have been observed
among those who have returned to ill-ventilated houses in cities.

International Stomatological Association.—The inaugural
meeting of the International Stomatological Association was
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held in Paris, August 6-7, immediately after the first French
Congress of Stomatology. The officers of the association are
as follows : Honorary presidents, Drs. Eugene S. Talbot, Chi¬
cago, and L. Cruet, Paris; president, Prof J. Arkovy, Buda¬
pest; vice-presidents, Prof. C. Redard, Geneva; Prof. C. Plat-
schiek, Milan; Dr. Otto Zigmondy, Vienna, and Dr. John
Rygge, Christiania ; secretary-general, Dr. H. Allecys, Ant¬
werp; secretaries, Drs. J. S. Wallace, London; J. Breitbaeh,
Dresden, and D. Nicoleacu, Bucharest; treasurer, Dr. F. A.
Meyer, Amsterdam. In addition, there is a council consisting
of 20 members, each representing different countries. The offi¬
cers and representatives are elected for three years and the
next meeting of the association will take place at Budapest,
August, 1909.

Ophthalmic Work in Hong Kong.—The British Medical
Journal gives an interesting account of the work done in the
ophthalmic department of the Tung Wah Hospital Hong Kong.The department was opened in December, 1905. At first it was
open only one day a week, now it is open two days a week.
It was started not only for the treatment of cases of eye
disease, but also for the education of the Chinese students.
Eye diseases are almost as prevalent in China as in Egypt,
and in Hong Kong the proportion is possibly even greater. In
1905 Dr. Harston, the medical director of the hospital, ex¬
amined the eyes of children in three large institutions and
found that over 70 per cent, were suffering from trachoma.
The main causes of blindness in the Chinese are trachoma and
ophthalmia neonatorum—two absolutely preventable diseases.
Dr. Harston has- been under the necessity of supplying his
own instruments, and the hospital is in great need of ophthal¬
mic apparatus. He is endeavoring to establish a system of
traveling hospitals, such as have proved of value in Egypt.

LONDON LETTER.
(From Our Regular Correspondent.)

London, Sept. 21, 1907.
The Association of Sanitary Inspectors.

The annual meeting of the Association of Sanitary Inspect¬
ors was held at Llandudno, Wales, September 18. Sir James
Crichton Browne delivered the presidental address, which was

of a somewhat startling nature. One of the themes he touched
on was the adulteration of milk, and he declared that until
the entire milk trade in Great Britain has been reorganized,
infant mortality on a large scale will continue, sickness and
debility will be ever present, outbreaks of infectious disease
will occur, and the race will deteriorate. He was scathing in
his denunciation of the manner in which slaughter houses are
conducted in England. He said that if Chicago has its jungle,
London has its dismal swamp; and in support of this remark
he quoted from the report of a woman inspector of factories
in reference to the manufacture of jam in certain English es¬
tablishments. This report stated that the fruit used for this
jam is that which is unsalable for other purposes. Sir James
was especially severe on the food faddists, and stated that in
his opinion meat is a valuable article of diet. He also com¬
mented on the practice of eating lozenges containing chloro¬
form, which he declared to be common among women and
girls, and even children, of the lower classes in English large
cities. Grocers, confectioners and provision dealers in certain
sections of large cities sell sueh lozenges which are eagerly
consumed for the narcotizing effects.

Poisonous Nuts.
A form of poisoning new in Great Britain has just been

discovered and fortunately checked by prompt action. Five
children suffering from acute vomiting, one from collapse,
 were taken to Guy's Hospital after eating of nuts bought
from street hawkers. As the specimens produced were obvi¬
ously rancid and unfit for food, two hawkers were arrested,
the wholesaler discovered and two tons of nuts destroyed.
A sea captain brought the nuts into port, having loaded his
ship with them as a speculation. Though no one knew what
these nuts were or whence they came, he sold them to hawk¬
ers, apparently for human consumption. The barrows went
forth placarded: "Kalov nuts, fresh from America." They
have been identified as "Aleurites fordii," coming from China,
where they are known to be poisonous and are used for the
manufacture of oil. They were never previously imported
into England.

The Royal Army Medical College.
The new buildings of the Royal Army Medical College in

Grosvenor Road, on one side facing the river and on the other
the Tate Art Gallery, erected by the government at a cost
of «4O0.000, are almost finished. The lower part is of the free

classic design and is built of gray granite; the upper part is
of brick with stone dressing. The Grosvenor Road frontageis very imposing, the roof being supported oy Ionic columns
and entablatures, resting on a massive granite portico base,
over which is the royal monogram. There are two blocks—
one residential to accommodate about eighty students, the
otner containing the laboratories, a museum, lecture rooms,
etc. The college is well equipped on the latest scientific mod¬
els, and contains handsome lecture and class rooms, reading
room, billiard room and officers' mess and quarters. It is in¬
tended that it shall become a center for medical research and
for the study of tropical medicine. There will be two courses
—senior and junior. The junior course will be taken by those
who have just passed the entrance examination of the army
medical service; the senior course will be taken by officers who
have returned from foreign service. The latter will undergo a

special course of training by the professors of the college and
some of the most distinguished physicians and surgeons of the
London hospitals. The staff will be as follows: Military sur¬
gery, Major C. G. Spencer; tropical medicine, Lieut. Col.
R. J. S. Simpson; hygiene. Lieut. Col. A. M. Davies; assistant
professor, Major C. E. P. Fowler; pathology, Lieut. Col. Leish-
raan; assistant professors, Major W. S. Harrison and Col.
F. o. Lambkin. The clinical teachers are as follows: Medi¬
cine, Dr. H. M. Murray and B. P. Hawkins; surgery, Mr. G. H.
Makins and H. F. Waterhouse.

VIENNA LETTER.
(From our regular correspondent.)

Vienna, Sept. 24, 1907.
International Congress on Tuberculosis.

The sixth International Congress on Tuberculosis was held
in this city September 19-21. The opening banquet was given
by the government to the visiting members and the city of
Vienna gave a reception in honor of the meeting. One point
of interest is the fact that throughout the transactions infec¬
tion by way of inhalation was accorded but minor considera¬
tion and the more recent theory of infection by way of the
digestive tract and lymphatic glands was correspondingly to
the fore.

Old-Age Pensions for Country Doctors.
A bill has been passed by the legislative assembly of Lower

Austria providing for pensions for country doctors and mak¬
ing provision for their widows and children. The pension will
amount to about $300 annually, payable after thirty years'service or before that time if the physician is permanentlydisabled while on duty. In return for the old-age pensions the
physicians will have to perform certain duties gratuitously,
such as vaccination of the poor and certain services in the
poor-houses and infirmaries. The cost of these pensions will
be met principally by the state and partly by a deduction of
3 per cent, from the salary paid the physicians for state serv¬
ices. A sum of about $20,000 will be set aside by the govern¬ment during the next five years for this purpose, and the
law will come into force in 1908, when fifty-two physicianswith from 30 to 35 years of service to their credit will reap
the benefit of the law. When a physician, who is the recip¬ient of a pension, dies, his family will receive for the current
year the full pension and for the years following 50 per cent,
of the full amount.

Physicians' Incomes in Austria.
In an article compiled for the Medicinische Blätter, Dr.

Pick gives an account of the financial position of physiciansin Austria. The basis of taxation in Austria is the personalincome after deducting all working expenses and insurance
premiums. The lowest taxable income is $250 annually. Of
the 10.000 medical men on the medical register in Austria,
only 65 per cent, pay any income tax. This means that about
35 per cent, do not clear $250 a year. About 6 per cent, have
a net income of from $1,500 to $2,500 a year, and 3 per cent,
are reported to make more than $2,500 a year. The averageincome of the general practitioner is about $1,000 a year,
while the salary of men in official positions is about $800. It
is shown that about 40 per cent, of the taxable income of phy¬sicians comes from other sources than practice. The cost of
living in Austria is about $1,000 a year for an average family.
As regards mode of payment, the fees are either paid at once
or after the New Year, especially with the country folks. Bad
debts amount to about 20 per cent., but, as a rule, they can
be obtained through the district courts, so that only about
5 per cent, is lost. The average rate of payment in the coun¬
try is 20 cents for an office visit and double that sum for a
house call, with a mileage fee. In towns of at least 10,000
inhabitar+s the office fees are not lower than 40 cents and a
house call from 60 to 80 cents.
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